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SEPT 5TH 2004: JOHN 6:1-15: Turning a problem into an opportunity

The feeding of the 5,000……a miracle….that captures the imagination

  …(Every Gospel writer…..5,000 men



while Matthew also mentions the addition of women and children

It seems that it was picnic time in the Galilee region

Families getting together…….. ….

 What stood out then tho….was the prominent presence of God the Son…..thro whom

God the Father acts……….to once again feed His people.

Way back in their history…..God had fed His people with manna


Then…daily feeding………SO that….survive as the Nation thro whom…..

Now …..in a clearly miraculous way……..He feeds them again…


But this time the physical feeding is  a pointer----highlighting Him



WHO is Himself the Bread of Life ( Jesus

Many who were present failed to understand that: becomes obvious…read further
They had read how God……provided thro Moses……physical food every day

Now they saw Jesus as the new Moses


And thro Him God would supply all the material stuff they needed

 Is it any wonder that they tried to make Him king  !!!
(Back in the 60’s in Papua New Guinea……Cargo cult……)
Jesus realised what they were thinking……….

that’s why He made Himself scarce

And when they found Him the next day…..He was very direct with them




Look at John 6:26 ff…..

Then Jesus said……I am this Bread of life
I am not here to give you more of the bread that perishes

I am here to enable you to have a relationship with God…….that fulfils inner needs now



And continues for ever

The greatest difficulty Jesus had ?….It was not doing miracles!

It was convincing people that the one thing they needed…….to be in a right relationship



And that He had the power & authority……to make that happen

Deep in their hearts……..many of the people….wanted to be right with God

Safe in His care…. Recipients of His love…….enjoying His favor



Protected from evil and death

But the first thing they wanted…………….was to satisfy their earthly needs

(There was once a rich young ruler……..Good Master( What must I do

Jesus looked at him and liked what He saw

But Jesus realised……that this man did not truly understand the value of being right..

So Jesus said to him……..Just give up all your wealth…..Follow me…and its yours

And he turned away
Because he valued having earthly things more……than being safe in God’s arms )
To choose to have a relationship with Jesus………Should always be a hard decision

For in it you are saying……..that you chose to love Jesus…follow…worship Him


Above and before everything else in the whole world

Because to have Jesus as Saviour……is to have a gift……that is worth loosing…..

Stephen……the first Christian martyr…….whose story is found in Acts 7

Was stoned to death……..because he proclaimed his belief in Jesus as God’s Son


And as he died he saw Jesus………..Confirming for him and…..




Made the right and best choice…….



CHALLENGE YOU TONIGHT….HAVE YOU….?????
This doesn’t mean that Jesus isn’t interested in meeting your daily needs
BUT
He wants you to see your relationship with Him……as your first priority

And trust Him with everything else……………Matthew 6:33……

Jesus shows how much He cares about the daily needs we have…..by feeding…..

The disciples wanted Him to send them away………They couldn’t see feeding

As a possibility

But Jesus looked on the crowds with love………And because of that love He fed

And you can be sure….that He sees your needs today……LOOKs on you with love


And will in someway meet……

But He meets your needs……hears your prayers…..and He fed those 5,000

So that they……we…..can see that He is indeed the Son of God




And open our hearts to His control…….whatever that may cost

And then see sharing about Jesus with others………as the most import thing……..

The work of doing that…..is still as hard now…as it was for Jesus and later…for His

People still value earthly bread…over Jesus who is…..

But we have two things that make it possible
The power of Jesus with us…The Holy Spirit within

Those disciples thought feeding the multitude was imposs
Philip did the calculations

Andrew looked at what he could find…..felt it wasn’t enough

But with Jesus in charge……a miracle happened
The second thing we have is our exp of Jesus
Because these disciples knew Jesus…trusted Him…loved Him

When he asked them to do things ….they did

To be effective in sharing Jesus….we must first love Him…..

Others will see that……and God will use that….to open their hearts to Himself

(The Diamond Merchant   p83..)

